UN COMMITTEE AGAINST TORTURE CALLS OUT U.S.
GOVERNMENT AND THE CITY OF CHICAGO ON THE
BURGE TORTURE CASES: calls on U.S. to Pass the Burge

Torture Reparations Ord. — Dec. 1, 2014

On Friday, November 28, 2014, the United Nations Committee Against Torture (UN CAT)
condemned the U.S. Government and the City of Chicago for failing to provide sufficient redress
to those who were tortured by notorious former Chicago Police Commander Jon Burge and the
detectives under his command. This is the second time in eight years that the UN Committee has
condemned the U.S. Government for failing to fulfill its obligations under the Convention
Against Torture with respect to the Burge torture cases.

Last week the UN Committee noted that the “vast majority of those tortured,” most of who are
African American, “have received no compensation for the extensive injuries they suffered.” (see
Paragraph 26). The UN Committee called on the U.S. Government to provide redress to the
Burge torture survivors by supporting the passage of the Ordinance seeking Reparations for the
Chicago Police Torture Survivors that is currently pending in Chicago City Council’s Finance
Committee.

In May of 2006, the UN Committee had addressed the Burge torture cases and condemned the
“limited investigation and lack of prosecution.” It called on the U.S. Government to “bring the
perpetrators to justice.”

In June 2010, Burge was convicted of perjury and obstruction of justice for falsely denying that
he and others engaged in acts of torture. He was sentenced to serve 4 %2 years in prison. In
October 2014, Burge was released from federal prison after serving less than 3 Y2 years.

In its most recent findings, the UN Committee also noted that the U.S. Government failed to
prosecute any other officers responsible for torture under Burge’s regime because federal
authorities allowed the statute of limitations to expire.

The UN Committee also cited its concerns about police militarization, racial profiling, and
reports of police brutality and excessive use of force by law enforcement officials against
African American and Latino youth, immigrants and LGBTI individuals. In response to “We
Charge Genocide,” who submitted a Shadow Report and sent an impressive delegation of youth
of color to Geneva, Switzerland, the UN Committee noted is particular concern regarding “police
violence in Chicago, especially against African-American and Latino young people who are
allegedly being consistently profiled, harassed and subjected to excessive force by Chicago
Police.” The UN Committee also expressed “deep concern” about frequent and recurrent
shootings and fatal pursuits of unarmed black individuals, and the appalling use of tasers
resulting in death, including the tragic death of Dominique Franklin, Jr. in Chicago and the
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“alleged difficulties” of holding police officers accountable for such abuses. All of these issues
and concerns were raised by the We Charge Genocide delegation. Monica James, an organizer
with the Transformative Justice Law Project from Chicago, also testified at the hearing regarding
police profiling and torturous prison conditions transgender women of color face nationwide in
the U.S.

If passed by the Chicago City Council, the Ordinance seeking Reparations for the Chicago Police
Torture Survivors would be an important step towards U.S. compliance with its obligations
under the Convention Against Torture.

The Ordinance would serve as a formal apology to the survivors; create a Commission to
administer financial compensation to the survivors; create a medical, psychological, and
vocational center on the south side of Chicago; provide free enrollment in City Colleges to the
survivors; require Chicago Public Schools to teach a history lesson about the cases; require the
City to fund public memorials about the cases; and set aside $20 million to finance this redress -
the same amount of money the City has spent to defend Burge, other detectives and former
Mayor Richard M. Daley in the Chicago Police torture cases.

Chicago City Council Aldermen Proco Joe Moreno (1¢ Ward) and Howard B. Brookins
(21 Ward) filed the Ordinance in Chicago’s City Council on October 16, 2013. The Ordinance
is now supported by a total of 26 Aldermen and women.

Over 110 African American and Latino men and women were subjected to torture that was
racially motivated and included electric shocks, mock executions, suffocation and beatings by
Burge and his subordinates. Scores of Chicago police torture survivors continue to suffer from
the psychological effects of the torture they endured without any compensation, assistance, and
they have no legal recourse for any redress.

CTJIM submitted a shadow report on the Burge torture cases in conjunction with the Midwest
Coalition for Human Rights to the UN Committee. Amnesty International, USA and Black
People Against Police Torture & the National Conference of Black Lawyers also submitted
shadow reports to the UN CAT on the Burge torture cases seeking redress for the torture
survivors. Shubra Ohri, CTJIM member and attorney at the People's Law Office attended the UN
CAT’s review of the U.S. Government this past November. In May of 2006, Joey Mogul, co-
founder of CTJM and a partner at the People's Law Office, attended the UN CAT’s review of the
U.S. Government and presented evidence on the Burge torture cases.
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